
 

Meet Adam Powley, ECHS Teacher of the Year 2020-21 
 

Adam Powley, the dual enrollment American History teacher , has been at HCS Early 

College High School since 2008. He is also an Adjunct Professor at Horry Georgetown 

Technical College as well as a Teaching Associate at Coastal Carolina University. In 

2013, he began transitioning his classroom based on  the principles of gamification. 

Through reflection and iteration his philosophy for his classroom and teaching has 

evolved into a series of concepts that he calls game-inspired design.   

 

Since 2013, he has been honored to spread the game inspired design concepts to 

colleagues around the country. Mr. Powley has earned numerous awards and recognitions 

to include model exemplar for Blended Learning and Tech Innovator of the Month and 

the 2015 Teacher of the Year for the South Carolina Council on the Social Studies. He 

has shared his love of history with colleagues since 2014 at the SCCSS Annual 

Conference on topics such as gamification, National History Day, and historic concepts.  

At the SC Ed Tech Conference, Mr. Powley was able to present a session on the Flipped 

Classroom style he developed called QWIQR which led to a guest blog post about the 

same concept on the Corwin Publishing Blog. To date, some of  his biggest presentations 

occurred in 2017 and 2019 as he was invited to present at the national conference for the 

Future of Ed Tech (FETC) in Orlando, Florida. 

 

History and teaching others about the fantastic discipline is one of Mr. Powley’s great 

passions. He is the volunteer Regional Director for the Coastal Region of the South 

Carolina National History Day Program. His duties as Regional Director include working 

with the State Coordinator to organize the regional competition to showcase history based 

projects for nearly 600 middle and high school students.  

 



When he is not preparing lessons for students or presenting at conferences, Mr. Powley 

enjoys spending time with his wife Amanda and three sons, Wesley, Benjamin, and 

Gabriel. His favorite pastimes include watching movies, playing games, reading, and 

distance running. Mr. Powley is an active member of the Presbyterian Church where he 

serves as a Deacon and Head Usher. He and his family participate in food drives, 

community clean-ups, and congregation care to help meet the needs of the local 

population. 


